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d We have had an exceptional year full of progress and changes.  Our goals

in both legislation and education have been exceeded and continue to
flourish.  We have developed a curriculum of classes and events designed
to enhance our member’s abilities to progress.  With the 2006 February
conference behind us, we move forward to our April 8th, 2006, Trustee
Orientation and advancement seminar hosted at Lisle-Woodridge Fire
Protection District.  Once again, our thanks go out to the Margaret
Schofield fund for sponsoring the event!  We are exploring the need for a
“referendum round table” to discuss the past election as to what worked

and what did not.  Your feedback is necessary to determine whether or not we will sponsor the
event.  A finance class for administrative personnel is being scheduled in conjunction with the
Illinois Funds Partnership Program this Fall.

Our Legislative Day was well attended.  Thanks to all that made this event a success!  Your
hard work and diligence is what makes our Organization.  More events are being discussed in
the very near future; watch our newsletters and website for more information.

The board has been realigned and new assignments have been distributed.  Each of the chairmen
are extremely talented and I look forward to what changes they will propose for us.  Remember,
your most important asset is your people.  Invest in them and don’t forget about yourself.
Organized change is good; help us decide where the fire service is headed!  Be safe.

Coordinating Retiree Prescription Coverage
with Medicare D
by Martin Lyons, Gallagher Benefit Services

Last fall, retirees had to make an election to remain in their employer’s prescription drug plan
or enroll in Medicare D, or do both.  Employers were required to inform employees and retirees
if their prescription drug plan was creditable, meaning that it is as good as or better than the
benefit provided by Medicare D.  With this behind us, employers still need to decide if they want
to take advantage of Medicare D as a way to reduce retiree costs on their health plan.  The
options available include:

Coordinate current plan with Part D;
Allow a separate election for retiree health and retiree prescription drug coverage; or
Terminate drug coverage and force retirees on to Medicare D.  This is not really an option
in Illinois, because ILCS section 215 requires fire districts to offer the same coverage level
provided to active employees, even if the retiree must pay 100% of the cost.

Currently, few employer plans have language that would permit the plan to coordinate as a
secondary payer to Part D. That being said,, pharmacy benefit managers (PBM) and insurers
have developed systems to allow them to coordinate prescription drug coverage and these are
just showing up in the market place now.  Until these options are tested districts should still
consider other options available to them in trying to manage their retiree prescription drug
costs.

Continued on page 6
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Fire Guard  •  April, 2006

Award Presentation
NIAFPD 13th Annual Conference

Presidential Award – Robert “Bob” Buhs Associate of the Year Award – Robert Trevarthen

Legislative Award – Representative Sidney Mathias Fire District of the Year Award - Bloomingdale FPD

A Spec ial  Thank You to  PastA Spec ial  Thank You to  PastA Spec ial  Thank You to  PastA Spec ial  Thank You to  PastA Spec ial  Thank You to  Past
Board MembersBoard MembersBoard MembersBoard MembersBoard Members

The membership of the NIAFPD extends our thank you for the years
of service to our organization and the fire service of Illinois you have
given so freely.

Patrick Amerena         Addison FPD 2000 – 2006
Dale Karlson         Orland FPD 2002 – 2005
Marie Rollens         Lake Villa FPD 2005 – 2006
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Legislative Day Reception
Abraham Lincoln Presidential Library

Springfield, Illinois

Chief James Quinn - Deerfield-Bannockburn Fire Protection District
and Representative Karen May

Senate Majority Leader – Senator Debbie Halvorson
Chief Dick McKeon and Trustee Marge Hodek – North Palos

Fire Protection District

Senator Dan Rutherford, North Palos FPD and Roberts Park FPD

Trustee William Hoffmeister and Chief James Grady - Frankfort Fire
Protection District and Representative Renee Kosel
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Let me introduce myself, my name is Nancy J. Lazzaroni. I have lived in unincorporated Palatine
for 18 years with my husband Victor. For 22 years I was a flight attendant for United Airlines.
After leaving the airlines for medical reasons, I worked for a Special Events and Entertainment business. During that time, I
became very involved with Shelter Inc., which is an agency for abused and neglected children. I plan and produce Shelter’s annual
charity ball, which helps a lot of needy children in our northwest suburbs and volunteer at Shelter’s Thrift Shop once a week, which
also is a major source of income for the charity. For the past 13 years, I have been a member of the homeowner’s board where I live.
I have been president of that board for the past 6 years and due to that position, I became involved with our fire department,
Palatine Rural Fire Department. I was appointed as a trustee to that board 2 and one-half years ago.

In April, I will begin training for the 2 day Avon Walk for Breast Cancer. It will be my 3rd year walking 39.3 miles to raise money for
breast cancer research.

I am honored to have been elected to the NIAFPD board as a director. This board has achieved some very beneficial accomplishments
and I am honored and privileged to be a member of this board. I thank you for the wonderful opportunity.  Thank you, Nancy
Lazzaroni

Northern Illinois Alliance of Fire Protection Districts
Welcomes New Board of Directors

NANCY J. LAZZARONI

PALATINE RURAL FIRE DEPARTMENT

CINDY NELSON KATSENES

ORLAND FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT

My name is Bonnie Bayser and my husband and I live in Sun City, Huntley.  We have lived in this community for almost four years.
We have five children and currently four grandchildren.

I am currently in my second year of a six-year term on Huntley Fire Protection District Board.  Prior to moving to Huntley, I served
on the Darien Woodridge Fire Protection District Board.   I am a Registered Nurse and hold postgraduate degrees in Healthcare
Administration. In December 2005 I retired from an administrative role, which I held for ten years at Loyola University Health
System.  I currently work part time at Northern Illinois Medical Center, which is located in McHenry.  My husband is a Firefighter
for the Lisle-Woodridge Fire Protection District and plans to retire this year.

The fire service has been and continues to be close to my heart.  I am honored to be a member, and look forward to serving on the
NIAFPD board with the other dedicated and professional individuals in meeting the goals and mission of this organization.

A house fire in 1997 began my interest in the Orland Fire Protection District.  Just 3 weeks prior to completion, our home caught
fire due to a painter negligence with a staining material. The house was nearly a total loss requiring complete reconstruction.

I have been married since 1985 to Chris Katsenes, an Orland Park attorney.  We have 2 children, Kristin a freshman at University
of Illinois - Champaign studying biology and Katie, 12 who is in junior high.

In April 2001 I was sworn in for a six year term as a Trustee and Treasurer of the Board for the Orland Fire Protection District.
My “paid employment” is a branch sales manager for Baird & Warner Real Estate in Orland Park.  I have been involved in real
estate since 1983 and hold a real estate brokers license.

Returning to college after a 20 year absence I finished my degree in June 2002 and received a BA in Communications/Public
Relations from Governors State University.

I always enjoy the company of my fellow fire service family.  Some of the best people I have met are affiliated with the fire service.
Caring and giving people, not only to their residents and fire districts but also to their peers.

BONNIE BAYSER

HUNTLEY FIRE PROTECTION DISTRICT
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